Previous birth outcome of antenatal clinic attenders in northern KwaZulu--perinatal and infant mortality rates.
A questionnaire survey was undertaken among pregnant women presenting for the first time to antenatal clinics attached to Mosvold Hospital in rural northern KwaZulu. They were asked details of the outcome of their previous pregnancies and the survival of their last-born children. Of 2,388 mothers interviewed, 1,795 had given birth previously. Of these, 41% had had their last deliveries at home, 47% in hospital and 10% at clinics. The perinatal mortality rate was 38/1,000, with no significant differences between home and hospital or clinic births. The infant mortality rate for live-born children was 62/1,000. Fifty per cent of child deaths occurred at home. The study methodology was easily applied and provided an acceptable alternative technique for measuring child mortality rates, which are so difficult to obtain in rural areas in southern Africa.